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The Foundation for Human Rights Initiative (FHRI) elected a 
new board of directors. The election was held during the 21st 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) which also doubled as the 10th 
General Assembly on 29th June 2019 at the Human Rights 
House, Nsambya . In attendance were over 200 members    
comprising FHRI trustees, Working Group, Board of Directors, 
the Auditors, Guests, Development Partners, FHRI members 
and well-wishers.  
 

The new board is chaired by Ms. Rosetti Nabbumba Nayenga - 
Chairperson. Other members are, Mr. Davidson Sserunjogi-
Vice Chairperson,  Ms. Berna Bakkidde Kiberu - Hon. Secretary, 
Ms. Margaret Pauline Namagembe - Hon. Treasurer, Ms.     
Evelyn Korishaba Walimbwa—Member, Dr. Josephine       
Ndagire— Member, Mr. Rajab Lukwago— Member, and Dr. 
Livingstone Sewanyana— Ex-Oficio.  
 

Rev. Dr. John Kateeba Tumwine, the former Chairperson, 
Board of Directors, noted that FHRI as an organisation has to 
be celebrated for unbroken human rights record of over 27 
years, working steadily and confidently in promoting human 
rights in the country and beyond. He saluted the leadership of                
Dr. Livingstone Sewanyana, the Executive       

A cross-section of FHRI Members at her 10th General  Assembly held on 29th June 2019 at the Human Rights House, Nsambya.  

Continued to page  2 
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Director together with the FHRI 
Secretariat for the work well 
done. He further appreciated the 
contribution of all the Trustees 
and the previous Board Members 
for FHRI’s human rights track 
record.  
 

The Chairperson highlighted 
the key achievements during 
his term of office among which 
was the extension of FHRI’s 
Legal Services Division to     
Kalangala and Wakiso districts, 
the empowerment of over 900 
community members with   
human rights knowledge in 
various districts and the launch 
of the FHRI Annual Human 
Rights Award for the best human 
rights student at a bachelor’s 
degree at Uganda Martyrs    
University – Nkozi in 2017.  
 

During the meeting, the annual reports for 2017 and 2018, as well as the audit reports for the same period were presented. In 
his remarks, Dr. Sewanyana appreciated the outgoing Board of Directors for the time, resources and contributions       
towards the struggle for human rights and the leadership offered to FHRI.  
 

He noted that several challenges remain, which is a major setback to the enjoyment of human rights in Uganda.  He      
decried the shrinking civic space for civil society, the rise of authoritarianism and popularism, and the ever growing 
threat on multilateralism. Moreover, there are increased attacks on civil society, dwindling of donor funding, over        
emphasis on security and a general sense of dissatisfaction within the civil society sector. 

 FHRI elects a new Board of Directors continued from page 1.  

Manage, Not control Migration – Dr. Sewanyana 

A cross-section of FHRI staff with  the 10th Board of Directors  at  the Human Rights House  in September 2019.                                                                                        

Front row: 2nd left  to right:  Mrs. Berna Nakimbugwe Kiberu—Hon. Secretary;  Mr. Rajab Lukwago—Hon. Member;  Ms. . Rossetti  Nabumba  

Nayenga—Chairperson;  Dr. Josephine Ndagire—Hon. Member; Ms..  Margaret Pauline Namagembe—Hon. Treasurer.  

States must stop projecting the false perception that migration can be       
controlled and portraying migration negatively. This call was made by Dr. 
Livingstone Sewanyana, the Executive Director of the Foundation for Human 
Rights Initiative (FHRI) and United Nations Independent Expert on the     
Promotion of a Democratic and Equitable International Order on 8th March 
2019. 
 

In his address under the topic, ‘Anti–Migrant Rhetoric, Myths and Trends: 
Building A New Consensus’ at the Drake University Inaugural Global Citizen 
Forum, Des Moines, IOWA, in USA, Dr. Sewanyana noted that it is in the best 
interest of states to encourage integration and/or safe arrival or return. It is 
also important that policymakers in destination countries maintain the    
distinction between the real impacts of migration and the subjective         
perceived impacts that remain socially prevalent, he urged.  
 

According to Dr. Sewanyana, no subject has caused so much frenzy in recent 
years as the issue of ‘migration’, yet human migration is very much an ‘age-
old phenomenon that continues to play a significant role in the formation of 
states and societies through immigration and emigration.  
 

He noted that a justice-oriented normative approach to understanding the 
causes of and possible solutions for global migration patterns is needed 
without forgetting the public perceptions and myths surrounding the matter 
at hand.  
 

According to him, issues like security concerns, real and imagined determine 
the discussion of policies which are often ill-informed, narrow in scope, 
based on ill-founded concerns lacking evidence.  He regretted that debate in 
the western world has focussed on the negative with            

The 57th International Affairs 

Symposium on culture and human 

rights, organized by the Lewis and 

Clark College, Portland, USA 

This is the oldest student-run symposium in 
the country. The Lewis & Clark’s International 
Affairs Symposiumof 2019 had a multitude of 
countries and representing a variety of     
academic disciplines. The event that started 
on 8th until 12th April 2019, brought together 
prominent scholars from around the globe to 
debate on the forces challenging the “status 
quo” worldwide and Dr. Livingstone  Sewanyana, the 
UN Independent Expert on the Promotion of 
a Democratic and Equitable International Order 
was among them.  
 

The symposium titled ‘Challenges to the Status 
Quo: A System Unraveling?’ revolved around 
six panel debates, with topics ranging from 
populist disruption to the merits and          
limitations of nuclear disarmament. Dr.      
Sewanyana made a presentation in the      
debate that centered on whether human 
rights are universal or culturally relative.  The 
sessions were moderated by Lewis and Clark 
College professors. 

Continued to page  3 
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Regional Conference on Justice and Good Governance in the Great Lakes region 

migration seen as a critical political challenge for the states. This he said is the reason why anti-immigration propaganda,     
xenophobia, nationalistic and anti-migrant policies have been increasing, breeding racism and increase on social fears.  
 

He observed that, in many countries, there remains the populist talk that immigration can be ‘controlled’ when the reality is 
that migration ‘management’ is far more applicable. He reiterated the need for a Global Compact on Migration, which makes a 
case for orderly, safe, regular migration and mobility of people, including the implementation of planned and well managed 
migration policies. 

A high-level regional Conference on Justice and Good Governance in the Great Lakes region was convened in Nairobi, Kenya 
from 13th to 15th May 2019 by the International Conference on the Great Lakes Region (ICGLR), the Office of the Special 
Envoy of the UN Secretary General for the Great Lakes Region (O/SESG-GL), and the UN Office of the High Commissioner 
on Human Rights (OHCHR). 
  
The meeting brought together Ministers of Justice of ICGLR member states, prosecutors, legal experts, representatives of 

regional courts, national human rights institutions, civil society organizations, and UN partners. The objective was to agree on 

priority actions to combat impunity and to uphold human rights to consolidate peace and stability in the Great Lakes  

region. In attendance was Dr. Livingstone Sewanyana, the UN Independent Expert on the Promotion of a Democratic and    

Equitable International Order.  

Manage, Not control Migration – Dr. Sewanyana continued from page 2.  

Delegates to the ICGLR with the Minister of Justice (Republic of Kenya) 3rd on the 1st row, and UN Envoy to Great Lakes Region,  2nd right,  and UN       
Assistant Secretary General for Human Rights, 1st on the right.  

A consultation was organized at an expert seminar on 22nd June 2019 by the Geneva Academy of International           

Humanitarian Law and Human Rights and the Friedrich Ebert Foundation on the role of United Nations human rights 

mechanisms in the implementation of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and Other People 

Working in Rural Areas (UNDROP).  

Several United Nations (UN) Special Rapporteurs, Independent Experts, members of UN working groups and UN treaty bodies, 

civil society representatives and staff of the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights discussed the 

UNDROP. The Geneva Academy organised this seminar to get concrete inputs from UN Special Procedures whose    

mandates touch upon the promotion and protection of the rights of peasants’. Among the participants in this seminar was  

Dr. Livingstone Sewanyana, the UN Independent Expert on the Promotion of a Democratic and Equitable International Order.  

The Role of UN Human Rights Mechanisms in the Implementation of the UN Declaration on the 

Rights of Peasants and other People Working in Rural Areas was discussed at the Geneva Academy 



4th left: 
judgement on the PIL case  on 26th October 2018

International Conference on “National, regional and international mechanisms to combat 
impunity and ensure accountability under international law” held in Doha, Qatar  
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Dr. Sewanyana lighting the candle in honour of His Holiness, the Pope's message 

The National Human Rights Committee of Qatar, 
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights (OHCHR) and the European    
Parliament, in Doha organized the conference held 
on 14th –15th April 2019. The conference attracted 
over 250 representatives of governments, experts 
and organisations.  
 

With the theme: Putting an End to Impunity; 
Achieve Peace and Security, the conference aimed at 
discussing international, regional and national 
mechanisms to combat impunity for gross violations 
of human rights law and serious violations of     
international humanitarian law.  
 

Towards this end, the conference took stock of the 

relevant international law principles, in particular 

the Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to 

a Remedy and Reparation for Victims of Gross   

Violations of International Human Rights Law and 

Serious Violations of International Humanitarian 

Law, and the Updated Set of Principles for the   

protection and promotion of human rights through 

action to combat impunity. The conference attended by Dr. Livingstone Sewanyana, the UN Independent Expert on the Promotion 

of a Democratic and Equitable International Order discussed how these principles are being applied by sharing experiences 

of international, regional and national mechanisms, in advancing these principles and in enhancing accountability. 

Former South African President Thabo Mbeki, the head of the African Union High Level Implementation Panel on the 
Horn of Africa (AUHIP), was in Uganda in July 2019 on the mission of addressing the challenges of the integration of the 
Horn of Africa. In his visit to Uganda he met H.E. President Yoweri Museveni and discussed with him the security,         
economic and political challenges faced by the region after meeting the leaders of Kenya and Somalia. 
 

Mr. Mbeki thereafter held several high profile meetings with the Parliamentary Committee on Foreign Affairs, and later, 
with Representatives of the Civil Society Organisations (CSOs). These engagements provided an opportunity to a number 
of people to express their views on integration in the Political and Social Economic aspects of this process. Dr. Livingstone 
Sewanyana, the Executive Director of Foundation for Human Rights Initiative attended the meeting at Sheraton Hotel on 
24th July 2019.  
 

The AUHLP is mandated by the AU to hold political consultations on peace, security, economic integration and               
development of the countries constituting the Horn of Africa. 

Lighting the peace candle in honour 

of His Holiness, the Pope’s Message 

for Community of Sant’Egidio’s 

33rd International Prayer Meeting 

for “Peace Without Borders” held 

in September 2019, Spain. The same 
message was shared and promoted at 

the Interdenominational Conference 

at Makerere University convened 

by Sant’Egidio’s Community in 

Uganda on 26th October 2019.  

Former South African President Thabo Mbeki reviewed the progress of countries in 

the Horn of Africa towards achieving integration  

(2nd left )Dr. Livingstone Sewanyana, The UN Independent Expert with some delegates to the Doha 
Conference.  

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/auhlp?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBCO82-wf8ZBs_eOJxleSoHODd3QKwr_RTgNjPaKCc038k1HyMxnu51Hhn0sMWPJmOamRBvyd27Px2UGoSUBxemUeHkj9SnLJvI4lqPtn1kuIgob6BUFj3hKgxOl4FjFtKr9iRhwNj4cHrJDo-7Li68I5COUslD7kX7E2-DAhuKI


Centre: Dr Livingstone Sewanyana with Ms. Laura M Olson Director and  Ms. Faizat 
Badmus Busari Program Assistant Human Rights Program of the Carter Center during the 
2019 Human Rights Defender Forum Atlanta Gerogia USA 

Uganda commemorates the 2019 International Day of the World’s Indigenous 
Peoples at the Human Rights House, Nsambya 
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The world commemorates the International Day of the 
World’s Indigenous Peoples on 9th August.  It is on the same 
day that the world also marks the date of the inaugural 
session of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations 
at the United Nations in 1982.  The commemoration was 
held at the Human Rights House in which 11 organisations 
participated in the event. The occasion was graced by the 
Minister of State for Gender, Labour and Social              
Development (Gender and Culture), Hon. Peace R. Mutuuzo. 
 

The 2019 theme was "Indigenous Languages". The major 
aim of celebrating the day was to highlight the critical need 
to revitalise, preserve and promote indigenous languages 
as according to UNESCO, each year, 7 languages extinct. 
 

The interventions required were government to come up 
and develop inclusive policies that specifically redress maginalization and discrimination against indigenous people. The 
government of Uganda was urged to release more funds to increase on the awareness of indigenous peoples’ rights and to 
empower them to access and participate in developmental programs. In addition, it was also noted that documentation 
of indigenous languages was necessary so as to preserve and promote indigenous languages that are facing extinction.  

Dozens of activists, peacemakers, and community leaders 
from several countries came together on 12th – 15thOctober 
2019 for the Carter Center’s 12th Human Rights Defenders 
Forum, under the theme: “Building Solidarity toward Equality 
for All.”Dr. Livingstone Sewanyana, the UN Independent    
Expert on the Promotion of a Democratic and Equitable     
International Order and FHRI’s Executive Director was also in 
attendance.  
 

The forum focussed on the following topics: global protection 
for activists; challenges for women defenders and peacemakers; 
and the importance of mutually supporting civil, economic, 
political, and social rights. 
 

The forum also showcased the experiences of courageous 

women and men on the front lines of the fight for human 

rights in the year 2019.  

Dr. Sewanyana attends Carter Canter’s 12th Human Rights Defenders Forum, Atlanta, Georgia 

(2nd right) Hon Mutuuzo Peace, State Minister of State for Gender Labour and Social  
Development at the Human Rights House Nsambya during the commemoration of the 
World Indigenous Peoples’ day on 9th August 2019.  

Participants at the commemoration of the World Indigenous Peoples Day pose for a group photo at the Human Rights House in Nsambya on 9th August 2019.  

https://www.cartercenter.org/news/upcoming_events/promo/hrd-forum-2019.html
https://www.cartercenter.org/news/upcoming_events/promo/hrd-forum-2019.html


Left: Dr. L. Sewanyana with H. E Christian Braun, Permanent Representative of Luxembourg 
and President of the 3rd Committee of the UN General Assembly after the presentation of his 2nd 
Annual Report  to the UN General Assembly on 16th October , 2019 at the UN Headquarters, New 
York.  

Dr Livingstone Sewanyana, UN Expert, takes fight against corruption to global spaces 
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Participants at the informal consultations with civil society in Geneva in May 2019 

Participants at the informal consultations with civil society in Washington DC in May 2019 

Prior to making his 2nd presentation to the United   
Nations (UN) on the 42nd Human Rights Council   
Session on 12th September2019, Dr. Livingstone 
Sewanyana, the United Nations Independent     
Expert on the Promotion of a Democratic and    
Equitable International Order met a number of 
dignitaries to  emphasize the issues he will be   
presenting to the Human Rights Council. While in 
Geneva, he notably met the Singapore Ambassador 
to the United Nations, he met the Iranian Delegation 
and the Dutch Youth  Representative. 

Dr. Sewanyana devoted his second thematic     
report to the Human Rights Council to the            
intersectional topic of public participation and 
decision-making in global   governance spaces and 
its impact on a democratic and equitable            
international order. In the report, Dr. Sewanyana 
stated that international groups such as the      
United Nations and the World Bank have an      
obligation to make decisions in accordance with 
the basic democratic governance principles such as 
transparency, inclusivity, responsiveness and   
accountability. 
  
Dr. Sewanyana emphasized the need for these 
global frameworks to fight corruption both at   
local and global level. He drew the attention of 
nations on the need to assess the notion of         
national assets being hidden in foreign countries. 
This in his view is the only way these frameworks 
can promote public participation in governance. 
 

On 16th October 2019, Dr. Sewanyana presented 
his 2nd report to the United Nations General 
Assembly. He presented this report in            
conjunction with his report to the Human Rights 
Council as it mirrors a number of findings and   
expands on a number of issues, in particular the   
history and purposes of the global governance  
spaces and the importance of public outreach by 
these spaces to enhance public participation. 
  
In preparation of the two reports, the Independent  

Expert convened informal consultations with civil    

society in Geneva and Washington DC in May 2019  

He drew the attention of 
nations on the need to 

assess the notion of national 
assets being hidden in 

foreign countries.  

‘democracy that cannot control its own population 

may be worse for human rights than a dictatorship 

that can. ’ Robert D. Kaplan 
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International Day for People with Disabilities commemorated  

In commemoration of the International Day for People with  
Disabilities (IDPD), that takes place on 3rd December, Nakawa 
Division, organized a human rights awareness workshop for 
people with disabilities (PWDs) in Nakawa Division on 
6th December 2019. The 2019 theme for the IDPD was 
'promoting the participation of persons with disabilities and their 
leadership: taking action on the 2030 Development Agenda'.  
 

The Chief Guest, Hon. Nabilah Naggayi Sempala, Member of         
Parliament for Kampala Women Constituency expressed concern 
for people who are emotionally and or mentally challenged like 
autistic people. She noted that focus should not only be on the 
physically challenged.  
 

Dr. Livingstone Sewanyana, Executive Director of Foundation 
for Human Rights Initiative (FHRI) called for domestication and 
enforcement of international policies to improve and observe 
the rights of the disabled. He thanked the government of Uganda 
for the progress made so far in improving the lives and           
conditions of the disabled people. He revealed that disability is 
now recognised as a cross-cutting issue and is thus included in 
various targets on the international level like the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development. Consequently, mainstreaming and 
universal access for PWDs are the ultimate goals of the disability 
movement.  
 

Dr. Adrian Jjuuko, the Executive Director of Human Rights Awareness and Promotion Forum (HRAPF) urged the disabled     
people to continuously use the 1995 Constitution of Uganda to demand for their rights.  He noted that disability rights are not 
out of pity, but are entitlements and therefore considerable vigilance is required in this struggle of demanding for these rights 
from the relevant authorities. He challenged government to invest adequate resources to ensure that all people are given equal 
treatment through the enforcement of the Equal Opportunities Act.  
 

Mr. Ronald Nsubuga Balimwezo, Mayor - Nakawa Division Urban Council urged the PWDs to look out for the available          
opportunities and grab them like any other person. He counselled them not to be silent when their rights are violated. Using 
his own experience as a PWD, he highlighted several instances where PWDs are discriminated against, starting with their own 
families. The event attracted over 300 people from the disability movement, local leaders and the youth from the Nakawa    
division. 

Left—Right: Mr. Ronald Nsubuga Balimwezo, Mayor - Nakawa Division Urban Council  
and Dr. Livingstone Sewanyana, Executive Director of Foundation for Human Rights Initia-
tive (FHRI) during the commemoration of the International Day for People with Disabilities  
at Nakawa Division Hall on 6th December 2019.  

Delegates who attended the human rights awareness workshop for people with disabilities (PWDs) in commemoration of the International Day for People with Disabilities (IDPD) on         
6th December 2019 at Nakawa Division,  Kampala , Uganda.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kampala
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On 31st October 2019, Dr. Livingstone Sewanyana, 
FHRI’s Executive Director and United Nations           
Independent Expert on the Promotion of a Democratic 
and Equitable International Order received an award 
from Project Management Institute (PMI) in recognition 
of FHRI’s efforts to promote human rights- friendly 
development in Uganda at Hotel Africana, Kampala.  
 

This was during the 2nd National Project Management 
Conference that was held under the theme ‘The Role of 
Project Management in Uganda’s Infrastructure         
Development.’ It was on this occasion that Dr.             
Sewanyana delivered a presentation in a session that 
focused on ‘Linking Project Management to Infrastructural 
Development in Uganda.’ In his remarks, he called    
upon the government to ensure that all projects meet 
the aspirations of the people. 

The 2019 Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Development’s regional consultation on 
‘shaping a peoples’ trade agenda’, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia  

FHRI in Pictures 

Implications for Infrastructural Growth in Uganda: Addressing Social and Cultural 

Challenges 

Dr. Livingstone Sewanyana, FHRI’s Executive Director and UN Independent 
Expert on the Promotion of a Democratic and Equitable International Order 
receiving an award from Project Management Institute (PMI).  

Sentencing Guidelines Committee meeting at the High Court chaired by the then Principal 
Judge His Lordship Dr Yorokamu Bamwine at the  Judiciary on 25th October 2019 

Delegates to the Asian –Pacific Forum , Kuala Lumpur  together with the UN Independent Expert, Dr. Livingstone Sewanyana  that discussed  the  current democracy and trade 
related challenges in the region that took place on  26th –28th  August 2019. 

Ms. Jordi Maria Losnegard from  Norecno (2nd left) during her visit to FHRI  to discuss 
a possible partnership.  



Guide to Lawful Pre-Trial Detention 
popularised 

FHRI’s Research team at MEGA FM in Gulu district popularizing and sensitizing the community on the 
Legal and Practice Guide on Lawful Pre-Trial Detention in Ugand. Left – Right: Mr. Rashid Bunya—
Research Officer; Mr. JohnBosco Thembo – Research Assistant and Dr. Fred Sekindi – Director, Research 
and Advocacy Division. 

A preliminary report released by the Foundation for 
Human Rights Initiative on the human rights impact 
of the oil extractive industry, reveals that there were 
forced evictions, violation of the right to a quiet   
enjoyment of land, and reduction of the quality of 
grass for grazing. Moreover there have also been 
death of domestic animals due to oil flares and gross 
violation of the right to access to information on the 
would be consequences of the extractive industries 
on the local communities in the Albertine Graben. 
 

The report followed a community based human 
rights impact assessment conducted by FHRI research 
team with support from the International Federation 
for Human Rights (FIDH) in Buliisa and Kikuube   
districts in May 2019.   
 

The findings further reveal that the communities are 
silently suffering at the expense of the oil-
companies’ and Governments’ selfish whims and 
interests. According to the head researcher, Dr. Fred 
Sekindi, the communities in context were not        
adequately informed and prepared for the outcomes 
of the oil extractive activities and the law has been 
flouted to accommodate some of the activities such 
as the National Environment Act Cap 153.  
 

A final mission will be undertaken to give state actors 
and Oil Company officials an opportunity to respond 
to these alleged violations, their obligations and  
various steps taken to mitigate the dangers.  
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RESEARCH DIVISION  

The Coalition Against Torture in Uganda (CAT) 
joined the rest of the world to commemorate the 
United Nations International Day in Support of    
Victims of Torture on 26th June 2019. Under the 
theme: Torture is Real, Speak out, Stand out a series 
of activities were held.  
 

The violation of the freedom from torture and cruel, 
inhumane, degrading treatment or punishment  
persists in Uganda, despite laws against it.  The  
African Centre for Treatment and Rehabilitation of 
Torture Victims (ACTV) reports indicate that in 
2015 1,277 survivors were registered (916 male: 
361 female), in 2016; 1,346 survivors were regis-
tered (991 male: 355 female), in 2017; 834           
survivors were registered (632 male: 202 female), 
in 2018; ACTV registered 1,071 torture survivors; 
(317 female: 754 male). This means that in 4 years, 
ACTV has provided services to an estimated4,528 
torture survivors; (3,293 Male: 1,235 female)! 
 

What could be the underlying cause for the rise of 
torture cases in Uganda despite the available legal 
framework for implementation?         

Continued to page 10 

Human Rights Impact Assessment 
of the oil industry conducted 

A cross-section of state actors  attending a training session on the Legal and Practice Guide on Lawful 
Pre-Trial Detention in Uganda by Dr. Fred Sekindi, (standing) FHRI’s Director, Research and Advo-
cacy Division in Gulu District.  

Between March and December 2019, the Research Department under 
the programme titled “Reimagining the Administration of Criminal Jus-
tice among Criminal Justice Sector Institutions in Uganda”, under-
took missions in Mbale and Gulu Districts to train state actors in the 
criminal justice system such as police, state attorneys, judicial officers 
and prison officers. The training also covered public defenders such as 
private lawyers, members of the civil society and students as well as local 
community members on the rights of persons going through the criminal 
justice system in Uganda based on the internationally accepted human 
rights standards.  The trainings were conducted through conference 
meetings, public barazas and radio talk shows. The two main goals of the 

UN International Day in Support 
of Victims of Torture 

programme are; to enhance the capacity of state actors in the criminal 
justice system to deliver on their mandates and to empower citizens to 
claim their rights. The main objectives are threefold, that is: to enhance 
respect for the rights of pre-trial detainees; to reduce the number of pre-
trial detainees; and to reduce the period of pre-trial detention.   
 

The trainings were realised by FHRI in partnership with DIGNITY 
(Danish Institute Against Torture). FHRI and DIGNITY developed a Legal 
and Practice Guide on Lawful Pre-Trial Detention in Uganda which 
is used as a training manual during the training in the two aforemen-
tioned districts. FHRI also took advantage of the newly enacted Human 
Rights (Enforcement) Act, 2019 to campaign for prison decongestion 
because of the law’s progressive provisions on the right to personal liber-
ty and integrity.  



The Legal Services Division (LSD) provides legal aid services at the Foundation for Human Rights Initiative (FHRI). LSD’s mission 
is ‘to promote access to justice for the poor and vulnerable persons in Uganda’.  
 

The division got involved in a series of events and activities that seek to enhance sustainable access to justice and to advocate for 
best practices in the administration of justice.  
 

Since January 2019, the division has continued to provide community and mini human rights awareness sessions in the districts of 
Wakiso and Kalangala as well as at FHRI offices in Nsambya. Several legal and human rights cases were attended to from walk in 
clients to whom legal advice was given. In 2019, the division attended to 483 new clients with diverse cases in the categories of 
civil, criminal, commercial, land and domestic matters.   
 

A number of cases were successfully concluded through alternative dispute resolution mechanisms and court representation 
save for the few that were still pending by close of 2019. Various remedies were given to clients such as legal advice, court       
representation, self-representation, legal drafting which led to: recovery of Ug. Shs. One hundred sixty-six million, two hundred 
twenty thousand (166,220,000/=);  repossession of ten(10) pieces of land, three (3) houses and one (1) motorcycle (bodaboda); 
13 court judgements and 6 court rulings.  
 

While thirty-seven (37) cases of child custody and maintenance were successfully resolved, over eighteen (18) bail and bond 
cases were secured. FHRI’s intervention also contributed to improved legal and human rights knowledge among her clients.   
 

On the other hand, the LSD managed to reduce the case backlog at court most especially at Wakiso and Kalangala Magistrates’ 
Courts due to use of alternative dispute resolutions methods most especially mediation.  
 

The LSD efforts and input to keep up with their mission are invaluable.  A few of the success stories are hereby shared below. 
These cases and more were not only a success for the clients but also for FHRI as an institution. The clients applauded FHRI 
for her efforts to serve them when they had almost lost hope in getting justice.  
 

A mother’s struggle to educate her child 
Ms. Aisha Kalema (not real name) 35, a single mother and a resident of Mpigi District was undergoing untold suffering after 
selling off all her property including a plot of land in order to get school fees to educate her only son.  
 

She gave birth to Henry Kawaase (not real name) now aged 18 years with a one Grace Lukwago (not real name).  While she was still 

pregnant Grace Lukwago, the father of the child denied being responsible for the pregnancy and consequently there 

Among the activities that the Legal Services Division 
participated in during the year were the Court Open 
Days. On 10th May 2019, FHRI participated in the 
Court Open Day that was organised by Makindye 
Magistrates Court in conjunction with Justice, Law 
and Order Sector (JLOS) where pro-bono legal aid 
services were provided to a number of clients.  

Court Open Days is one of the strategies that the 
Uganda Judiciary is using to curb on the trial process 
that  is long and arduous, which sometimes make 
many victims give up on pursuing justice altogether.  
In a similar way the Legal Services Division team  
participated in the 9th Annual Regional Pro-bono Day 
which was organized by the Uganda Law Society 
(ULS) on 28th June, 2019. 

Hon. Alfonse Chigamoy Owiny-Dollo, Deputy Chief Justice of Uganda visiting FHRI’s  stall at the Court Open 
Day held at Makindye Magistrates Court on 10th May 2019. Looking on are FHRI Legal Services Division 
team led by (3rd left on the front row) Ms. Maria K. Busuulwa, Director—Legal Services Division.  
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Is the problem with the legal framework or the will of its implementers?  
 

As Uganda’s national elections for 2021 are fast approaching, it is envisaged that cases of torture are bound to increase 
and it is therefore important that conversations on how to prohibit torture and the realisation of this freedom and       
impartial operationalisation of the law are attained. 

continued to page  11 

UN International Day in Support of Victims of Torture continued from page 9 

LEGAL SERVICES DIVISION 

FHRI participates in Court Open Days 

We rise by lifting others 
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was no support from him. Whenever she would contact him, all she could get in return are embarrassments characterized by abuses and 

all sorts of defaming words from him. Even after child delivery, Ms Aisha Kalema never received any form of child maintenance from 

the father throughout his entire childhood. Amidst all those challenges, Ms. Aisha Kalema ensured that Henry Kawaase got    education 

which ended in Senior Four. To raise Henry Kawaase, the mother sold off all her property and also used up all her earnings from her 

pan cake business. On depletion of all her available resources, she was so hopeless and got stuck with no clear way forward.  
 

She was however informed about the free legal services that FHRI provides which prompted her to come to FHRI for legal   
assistance.  Upon receiving her complaint, the Legal Officer drafted a notice of intention to sue Grace Lukwago who was duly 
served. Several mediations were held but all were in vain as Grace Lukwago consistently denied parentage of the boy.  Left with 
no other choice, a DNA test was conducted which proved that the boy was Grace Lukwago’s son.  
 

As a result of FHRI’s intervention, it was agreed that Grace Lukwago compensates Ms. Aisha Kalema with Twenty million five 
hundred thousand Uganda Shillings only (20,500,000/=) for his failure to fulfil his parental responsibility. Grace Lukwago paid 
the money in cash and it was further agreed that he provides for his son’s school fees and other necessities until completion of 
his university studies. Ms. Aisha Kalema used the money to buy a plot of land and she is now constructing a residential house 
on the same.  

Recovery of Salary Arrears from SKR 
Uganda Ltd. 
On 28th February 2019, two clients named Mr. Vincent    
Nyombi, 26, and Mr. Owori Fred, 22, came to FHRI offices with 
a common case against SKR Uganda Ltd.  
 

Their cause of action arose from the default in the payment of 
their salary arrears by SKR Uganda Ltd. Mr. Nyombi entered 
into a contract of service with SKR Uganda Ltd as a technician  
and he was supposed to earn UGX 600,000 (Six hundred   
thousand shillings) on a monthly basis. Consequently, the  
company in question defaulted in its payment terms from which 
this dispute arose. The claimant was allegedly demanding for    
arrears amounting to UGX 990,000/= (Nine hundred ninety 
thousand shillings). 
 

Similarly, Mr. Owori entered into a contract of service as an 
operations manager with SKR Uganda Ltd with a monthly  
salary of UGX 300,000 (Three hundred thousand shillings). 
The company defaulted in its payment terms and the claimant 
was allegedly demanding for arrears amounting to UGX 
870,000 (Eight hundred seventy thousand shillings).  
 

Both clients were discontinued from work without getting 
their arrears and this prompted them to come to FHRI. FHRI 
engaged the company through its agents and through           
mediations, the claimants were paid their outstanding salary 
arrears in full. Recovery of such arrears for her clients was 
exciting to FHRI especially that SKR Uganda Ltd. paid  them in 
full. 

Recovery of Deceased’s Motorcycle 
Ms. Nibizi Eulalie, 58, a Burundian National approached FHRI 
offices for redress on 28th January, 2019.  Ms. Nibizi’s is the 
mother of the Late Emery Niyokwizigiiru. On 26th November, 
2018, Emery was involved in a tragic accident that led to his 
death the following day after being in coma at Mulago hospital.  
 

The tragic accident case was reported to the relevant authorities 
but was closed by the Resident State Attorney as there was no 
one following up the case and there was no sufficient                 
information about the person who knocked Emery                      
Niyokwizigiiru who later passed on. After sometime had passed 
the mother of the Late Emery Niyokwizigiiru sought legal        
assistance from FHRI to have the case file reopened to enable 
justice prevail and also recover her son’s motorcycle. 
 

In a pursuit of justice to be served to Ms. Nibizi, a lawyer from 
FHRI went to Kabalagala police station to follow up the matter 
on 29th January, 2019. She was able to discuss the matter with 
the police officials and got the details of the case. The case was 
finally closed and Ms. Nibizi obtained the deceased’s motorcycle 
along with all its documentation.  
 

The desire to have justice served is one of the driving forces at 
FHRI. It gives us utmost pleasure to pursue matters of just cause 
without any discrimination based on status. Ms. Nibizi was    
delighted with the developments and was grateful for what FHRI 
was able to do for her. 
 
 

Ronald obtains his 14 months’ wage after Unlawful Dismissal 
On 14th February, 2019, Mr. Kapere Ronald, 24, approached FHRI offices with complaints against his former employer, Mr.          
Mumbere Eric. Mr. Kapere worked as a guard (askari) at the latter’s construction site and had gone without remuneration for a full 
14 months’ period.  When he demanded for his salary, Mr. Kapere instead terminated his employment without payment of all what 
was due to him. This was a clear manifest of injustice for a man who had offered his services for that long to end up with no full pay.  
 

FHRI invited Mr. Mumbere for mediation with his former employee. The mediation took place and it was agreed that Mr Kapere is 
paid his outstanding dues amounting to UGX 600,000 (Six hundred thousand shillings). Mr. Kapere was paid and henceforth 
acknowledged receipt of his arrears from Mr. Mumbere on the 15th February, 2019. Mr. Kapere left FHRI a happy man and has since 
left that job . 

We rise by lifting others continued from page 10 

In matters of truth and justice, there is no difference between large and small problems, for issues concerning the treatment of 

people are all the same. Albert Einstein 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/87410?ref=law-and-justice
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/87410?ref=law-and-justice
https://www.azquotes.com/author/4399-Albert_Einstein
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Judicial Outreach Programme hosted in Moroto District 
The Foundation for Human 
Rights Initiative (FHRI) in part-
nership with Freedom House 
(FH), Judicial Service Commission 
(JSC) and Moroto Magistrates 
Court organized a three-day 
judicial outreach program in 
Moroto district with a view to 
strengthening public trust and 
confidence in the Judiciary.  
 

The outreach centred on under-
standing court systems and  
procedures, existing mechanisms 
in addressing sexual violence, 
land dispute resolution mecha-
nisms and understanding the 
root causes of mob justice. 
 

The outreach targeted community 
members and local leaders of 
Katikekile Sub County including 
Nadunget Senior Secondary 
School. The outreach was held 
to bridge the gap that may have 
existed between service providers 
and users. 
 

A total of 65 students (More 
girls than boys) visited Moroto 
Chief Magistrates Court on 26th 
March 2019 accompanied by the 
school’s Deputy Headteacher to 
foster in-depth understanding 
of court procedures, duties of 
judicial officers and the roles of 
court officials. It was observed 
that girls are more prone to  
suffer sexual violence and other 
forms of discrimination         
compared to boys in the region.  
 

His Worship Ronald Sekagya, Registrar in Charge of Education and Training, Judicial Service Commission sensitised the 
students of Nadunget Senior Secondary School on Court systems and procedures at the Chief Magistrates’ Court. The  
Registrar JSC and Rights and Rule of Law, Deputy Chief of Party, Ms. Sydey Etima Ojara facilitated a debrief session in 
which students sought clarification on what they observed during court session. 
 

On 27th March 2019 the judicial outreach was conducted at the school premises with 402 students in attendance. The 
topics covered include; understanding court systems and procedures, rights and responsibilities, existing mechanisms in 
addressing sexual violence and drug abuse against children.  
 

On 28th March 2019, the judicial outreach activity was conducted in Katikekile Sub-County with the elders, local leaders, 
councillors, police officers, teachers, opinion leaders, religious leaders etc. and resource team comprised of JLOS officials 
including, His Worship Sekagya Ronald, to re-echo the processes and procedures of Court. 
 

During these community engagements a number of challenges were highlighted. These include language barrier, lack of 
witness in court, high demand for money, poor sensitisation about laws, the lack of police posts in the sub-county, a poor 
road network, and slow dispensation of justice in the courts.  

Ms. Ntanzi Rosabella, Project Officer, Rights and Rule of Law Program, FHRI making opening remarks on 27th March , 2019 at 
Nadunget Senior Secondary School, Moroto district. 

A cross section of participants attending the judicial outreach program at Katikekile Sub-County, Moroto district on 28th March  2019.  

RIGHTS AND RULE OF LAW 



The 17th World Day Against the Death Penalty was commemorated on 10th October 2019 under the theme: Children: The 
Unseen Victims of the Death Penalty. The Foundation for Human Rights Initiative (FHRI) together with Wells of Hope and 
other partners in the World Coalition Against the Death Penalty commemorated the day at the Human Rights House, Nsambya.  
 

At the time of this year’s commemoration, Uganda had 134 (5 women: 129 men) prisoners on death row. There are over 
350,000 children in Uganda whose parents are prisoners. Among other victims, the children face numerous challenges 
such as; stigmatisation from peers and society, revenge from the affected people, social isolation and rejection in life, 
dropping out of school, child headed families and child labour. These and more testimonies in form of tales, picture     
exhibition, music and drama were given by the children whose parents are on death row and ex-death row convicts and 
those currently under the foster care of Wells of Hope Ministries. 
 

In his remarks, the Keynote Speaker Hon. Medard Lubega Sseggona, Member of Parliament of Busiro East gave a brief 
background of the several efforts and stages that have been undertaken by the legislature together with other partners in 
the campaign against the death penalty. He expressed concern on the rampant corruption in Uganda that affects the due 
process of identifying and committing the right persons for prosecution. He revealed that as a member of the Legal and 
Parliamentary Affairs Committee at Parliament and a sponsor of the Death Penalty Bill, he had heard of testimonies of 
victims resurfacing after some people were wrongfully convicted. He noted that there is no formula of arriving at the 
death penalty and executing a person for murder denies parties an opportunity to make peace by way of reconciliation 
with the affected families.   
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Children are silent victims of the Death Penalty 

Continued to page 14 

A cross-section of delegates that graced the commemoration of the World Day Against the Death Penalty occasion on 10th October 2019 at the Human Rights House, Nsambya.       
Seated Left –Right :-FHRI’s Board Treasurer, Ms. Margaret Pauline Namagembe; Chairperson of the Equal Opportunities Parliamentary Committee, Hon. Jovah Kamateeka; 
Keynote Speaker, Hon. Medard Lubega Sseggona; Executive Director of FHRI, Dr. Livingstone Sewanyana; Executive Director of Defend Defenders, Mr. Hassan Shire; and Executive 
Director of African Centre for Treatment and Rehabilitation of Torture Victims, Mr. Samuel Nsubuga.  

Left :-Chairperson of the Equal Opportunities Parliamentary Committee, Hon. Jovah Kamateeka; Middle: Keynote Speaker, Hon. Medard Lubega Sseggona, Member of Parliament of Busiro 
East, and member of the Legal and Parliamentary Affairs Committee and a sponsor of the Death Penalty Bill;  Right : Sgt. Nicholas Mutamba, Uganda Prisons Service.  

DEATH PENALTY CAMPAIGN 
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Children are silent victims of the Death Penalty continued from page 13 
This was re-echoed by a prison warder, Sgt. Nicholas 
Mutamba who testified how he met his father’s       
murderer among the death row prisoners he guarded 
for years. In his narration Sgt. Mutamba explained how 
he and his family had reconciled with the murderer 
and have since lived freely and happily.  
 

    

Some of the promotional materials of 
the campaign used during the 7th World Congress Against the Death Penalty, Brussels – Bel-
gium. 

Members of the World Coalition Against the Death Penalty after the General Assembly and 
elections of the new Steering Committee 2019 - 2020, Brussels – Belgium. 

The 7th World Congress Against the Death Penalty was 
held between 26th February – 1st March 2019 in Brussels, 
Belgium. The Congress was organized by Ensemble     
Contre la Peine de Moert (ECPM) in partnership with the 
World Coalition Against Death Penalty (WCADP). Ms. 
Numbi Connie Samantha, Manager Death Penalty project, 
represented FHRI at the event.  
 

Over 1,500 stakeholders from more than 115 countries 
participated in the congress. The World Congress unites 
government and non-governmental officials, parliamen-
tarians, diplomats, activists, members of civil society,  
researchers, and journalists whose common cause is the 
universal abolition of capital punishment.  
 

Many statements and presentations on the death penalty 
were made, emphasising its growing unpopularity.     
Leaders from the European Union reiterated their        
opposition to the use of capital punishment in all           
circumstances, noting that this is why they attach great 
importance to the World Congress Against the Death  
Penalty as a positive force to move forward the abolition 
cause. 
 

The meeting welcomed the many positive developments 
secured by the abolitionist movement, including the 
States that have recently voted in favor of the moratorium 
on the death penalty during the United Nations General 
Assembly in December 2018, bringing the number of 
States who voted for the resolution to 121.  
 

As stated by Ms. Aminata Niakate, the ECPM Administrator: 
"The road to abolition is terribly long, but I do not despair 
of seeing the day when we will no longer need to meet in 
a congress and where we can announce the dissolution of 
ECPM." 
 

Among the many side events that took place during the 
congress was the World Coalition’s General Assembly 
held on 26th February 2019. It is at this event that the elec-
tion of the Steering Committee was conducted and FHRI 
was voted to sit on the new Steering Committee of the 
World Coalition Against the Death Penalty (2019 – 2021).  
 

The 7th World Congress Against the Death Penalty held in Brussels 

Dr. Livingstone Sewanyana, the Executive Director of FHRI said 
that it has been proven that death penalty sentence is not a   
deterrent measure to heinous crimes and noted that Uganda is 
an example with a rising number of capital offences that attract 
the death sentence. Currently, Parliament passed the proposal 
to remove the mandatory death penalty as a punishment under 
the legal regime in Uganda. The Bill has since received the   
President’s assenting and is now law.  

Ms. Numbi Connie, Manager, Death Penalty Project (middle) together with some members of the World 
Coalition Against the Death Penalty from Cameroon (L) and USA (R) during the 7th World Congress 
Against the Death Penalty held between 26thFebruary and 1st Mar 2019, Brussels, Belgium . 

“Criminals do not die by the hands of the law. 

They die by the hands of other men.”― George 

Bernard Shaw.   
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The Foundation for Human Rights Initiative (FHRI)     
participated in the side events of the 65th Ordinary session 
of the African Commission on Human and peoples Rights 
(ACHPR) which took place in Banjul—The Gambia       
between 17thand 20thOctober, 2019.  
 
As a member of the World Congress Against the Death 
Penalty (WCADP) Steering Committee, Ms. Numbi attended 
the NGOs Forum side event to ensure that the objectives 
and activities of the WCADP were presented and to      
encourage the adoption of the abolition resolutions.  The 
NGOs Forum was organised under the theme: ‘Refugees, 
Returnees, Asylum Seekers and IDPs: Towards Durable 

On 9th March 2019 the Foundation for Human Rights 
Initiative (FHRI) in partnership with Women 
Healthcare Development organised a Leadership 
Training Workshop for Local Leaders. The training 
targeted the newly elected Local Council I leaders to 
sensitise them on what is required of them as well as 
giving them basic human rights knowledge.  
 

Mr. Elly Kasirye, the Project Officer (Civic Education) 
at FHRI took them through the processes used under 
the informal justice system.  He explained the kind 
and nature of cases handled at their level and those 
by the judicial officers. He took them through the 
basic human rights principles. He urged them to be 
more proactive in demanding for accountability and 
their rights from the other leaders without fear. He 
urged them to be vigilant and report cases of human 
rights violations as well as the perpetrators without 
being compromised by the search for personal gains. 
Other facilitators at the training were Dr.  Ndiwalana 
Christine, the Executive Director of Women 
Healthcare Development and Mr. Joseph Kasirye 
from Human Rights Defenders Masaka (HURIDEM).  

Foundation for Human Rights Initiative (FHRI) organised two one-day regional forums; in Mbale district on 20th November 2019 
and another in Mbarara district on 16th September 2019. Both forums aimed at promoting active citizenship in the run-up to the 
2021 elections in Uganda and to get the public better acquainted with the proposed electoral reforms.  
 

With the objective of promoting awareness of civic rights and participation in political processes, the participants were taken 
through the 2020-2021 general election road map to acquaint them with the electoral process. The forum discussed three different 
issues relating to the 2021 elections. These include i) the government’s proposed Electoral Reforms of 2019; ii) the Electoral      
Commission’s (EC) Roadmap and iii) the challenges and opportunities for civic participation in the electoral process.  

 

Mbarara Forum: During the platform held in the western region of Uganda, Hon. Mwishukye Francis,      

FHRI keeps campaign against the Death Penalty on course 

Solutions for Forced Displacement’. The forum attracted special   
interest groups with representatives from Sudan, Uganda, Cameroon, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya, Angola, and France. Several 
presentations on the subject were made from different countries 
using various formats including documents, visual and audio 
means to deliver the message home. The status of the death penalty 
campaign from most countries was discussed and thereafter      
recommendations were compiled for presentation to the 65th      

Ordinary Session of the ACHPR which began on 21st October 2019.  
 

FHRI was represented by Ms. Connie Numbi, Project Manager, 

Death Penalty Project and FHRI’s representative to the World    

Coalition Against the Death Penalty (WCADP) Steering Committee. 

The leaders raised concerns about the enactment of bad laws by the Parliament of Uganda yet there are human rights bodies like 

FHRI that can guide them. Some of the leaders decried the poor protection given to the disadvantaged people especially the poor 

with regard to property rights. The leaders also wanted to know the process of reporting fellow leaders involved in human rights 

violations. The leaders were challenged to play their role in ensuring that good laws are passed in parliament by engaging their 

MPs to make sure that their views are presented. The training was attended by 72 leaders from 12 villages that make up             

Bukomansimbi Town Council. 

CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT DIVISION 

 Local Council Leaders undergo Human Rights training 

Mr. Elly Kasirye, the Project Officer (Civic Education) at FHRI addressing a cross section of the newly 
elected Local Council I leaders of  Bukomansimbi Town Council on what is required of them as         
community leaders as well as giving them basic human rights knowledge on 9th March 2019. 

FHRI , Women Healthcare Development and HURIDEM sensitizing the newly elected Local    
Council I leaders of Bukomansimbi Town Council on what is required of them as community 
leaders as well as giving them basic human rights knowledge on 9th March 2019. 

Regional Platforms on 2021 general elections roadmap convened 

Continued to page  16 
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Regional Platforms on 2021 general elections roadmap convened continued from page 15 

A cross-section of participants at the regional platform on the 2020-2021 General Election Road Map, at 
Pelikan Hotel, Mbarara district on 16thSeptember 2019 . 

Ms. Tumusiime Georgina, Returning Officer, Electoral Commission, 
Mbarara informing participants about the 2020-2021 General  
Election Road Map at Pelikan Hotel Ltd, Mbarara district on 16th 
September 2019 

Member of Parliament (MP), Bushenyi informed participants that security personnel will vote in advance and cameras will not be 
allowed at the polling stations, according to government’s proposed electoral reforms 2019. It is also proposed that Electoral  
Commissioners will be appointed  through a competitive and transparent process headed by the Judicial Service Commission. 
These proposed reforms raised debate, as participants sought to understand the rationale behind the proposed reforms.  
 

A follow up radio talk show was later held on Radio West (100.2FM) whose frequency reach Mbarara, Kampala, Fort Portal,      
Kabale and Masaka to ignite citizen interest in the elections and motivate citizens especially the youth and women to participate in 
election-related activities. Feedback from the callers revealed citizens’ keen interest in access to information and participation in 
the electoral processes. 
 

The Western Region platform held at the Pelikan Hotel Ltd., in Mbarara district attracted 195 participants (144 male: 51 female). 
Among these were the elderly, senior citizens, MPs, representatives from political parties, civil society organisations, persons with 
disabilities, Electoral Commission officials, and leaders from opinion, religious, youth, cultural and local groups.  
 

Mbale Forum: The Eastern Region forum held in Mbale attracted 138 participants (41 female: 92 male). Like in the   
Western Region, forum, participants comprised leaders from: religious, youth, women, civil society, political and disability groups; 
the media, the security forces and the police.  
 

The Eastern Region forum was moderated by Dr. Livingstone Sewanyana, FHRI’s Executive Director. Speakers at the event were 
Ms. Lilian Nakaweesi (Deputy Resident District Commissioner, Mbale), Hon. Lydia Wanyoto (lawyer and former MP for East     
African Legislative Assembly), Ms. Amongin Emily, (Mbale Assistant District Registrar (ADR) - EC) and Counsel Betty Balisalamu 
(Executive Director, Women with a Mission).  
 

Since the proposed electoral reforms have not been adopted yet, it was emphasized that the public had the opportunity to discuss  
their views with their MPs. Regarding the content of the proposed electoral reforms, several concerns were raised: educating the 
public about fundamental rights and the electoral process; the role of the media; accessibility of the polling stations; the               
requirement to pay nomination fees; eligibility to stand for  
elections as an independent candidate; declaring source of 
funding, and the use of technology during elections. 
 

Ms. Amongin gave an overview of the important dates in the 
run-up to the 2021 elections; the voter’s registration,            
nomination and campaigning and the polling period. 
 

Lastly, Betty Balisalamu outlined the obstacles a fair and       
inclusive electoral process and noted some of the opportunities 
for the government to improve active citizenship. She noted the 
importance of the media and the strengthening of monitoring 
and observance groups in the electoral process. Lastly, she    
noted that the independence of the security forces should be 
improved and underscored Dr. Sewanyana’s earlier remark 
which called for the enhancement of the independence of 
courts of law.  

Left: Ms. Amongin Emily, ADR, Electoral Commission, Mbale responding to        
participant’s question about the Electoral Commission’s Roadmap on the 2021 elections  .          
Right: Hon. Lydia Wanyoto discussing the 2019 proposed Electoral Reforms.   Both 
ladies attended the Mbale regional platform at Wash and Wills Hotel, Mbale  on 20th 
November 2019  



2019 INTERNSHIP PROGRAMME 

We wish to congratulate our own Mr. Elly Kasirye for his appointment as the 
Chairperson, Wakiso District Human Rights Committee. Mr. Kasirye’s term of 
office started on 13th September 2019 and will end on 12th September 2022.   
 

Mr. Kasirye is a committed human rights defender working under the Capacity 
Development Division. His passion for human rights started while he was at 
Kyambogo University with Kyambogo University Human Rights Association. 
Using his office as a Project Officer at FHRI, Mr. Kasirye has consistently     
empowered communities including youth to demand for their rights. 
 

His appointment as Chairperson of the Wakiso District Human Rights       

Committee gives him an opportunity to enhance his passion of defending the 

unprivileged persons and to widen his reach in creating awareness of human 

rights. FHRI commits to supporting him fulfil his mandate. His role as      

Chairperson, he chairs the District Human Rights Desk, support Uganda     

Human Rights Commission and other human rights organisations in advancing 

human rights in the district as well as the Local government structures and  

ensure that the District Local Government works towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.   

Mr. Elly Kasirye, Chairperson, Wakiso District Human Rights 
Committee 2019– 2022 

With the objective of nurturing and developing upcoming 
human rights defenders, the Foundation for Human Rights 
Initiative (FHRI) received 58 student interns (42 females: 16 
males) from both local and international universities and 
tertiary institutions in 2019. Student interns came from 
Makerere University, Kampala International University,  
Kyambogo University, Metropolitan International University, 
Uganda Christian University, Nkumba University, Makerere 
School of Business, Buganda Royal University, Cavendish 
University, Malmo  University, Osgoode Hall Law School, 
Potsdam University, Foundation Vrolijkheid, Strathmore 
University, and McMaster University, Utrecht University, 
American University Washington College of Law, University 
of Sharjah and the Law Development Center.  
 

As it is the practice at FHRI, the student interns were placed 

FHRI’s Elly Kasirye appointed Chairperson Wakiso District Human Rights Committee 

in different divisions that make up FHRI’s programme  
basing on their interest, objectives, expectations and     
educational background. The interns were given an       
opportunity to study FHRI’s organizational programme 
and contribute to the realization of her programme       
objectives while learning from her knowledge, expertise 
and longtime wealth of experience.   
The interns were involved in a range of activities and the 
outstanding engagements were as follows:  
 

 A basic human rights sensitization session was        
conducted for 27 interns on 15th July 2019.   

 

 A skills sharing session for 23 interns was conducted 
on 17th July 2019 at the Human Rights House.  

 

 Conducted human rights awareness   
Continued to page 18 

Page 17 FHRI e-Newsletter January — December 2019 ;  Volume 16   

A cross-section of interns from local and international institutions of higher learning hosted by FHRI in 2019 together with ( 4th left )Ms. Sheila Muwanga, Deputy—Executive Director, Programmes.. 
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‘Advancing the right to education’ at Kitwe Kyambogo Primary School in Luuka district 

2019  Internship Programme continued from page 17 

Charles Jjingo—Intern 
 

Emphasizing the importance of human rights 
awareness is a wakeup call for the promoters,         
protectors and implementers of the fundamental, 
inherent and universal rights.  
 

The Speaker of the 10th Parliament of Uganda 
could not conceal her optimism in her message 
read by the Luuka South legislator Hon. Stephen 
Kisa during a right to education campaign under 
the title ‘No Child Left Behind’ with the theme 
‘advancing the right to education’ at Kitwe   
Kyambogo Primary School in Luuka district.  
 

As the Chief Guest, the Rt. Hon Speaker of the 10th 
Parliament of Uganda, Rebecca Alitwala Kadaga 
represented by Hon. Stephen Kisa warned that if 
Local Governments do not swiftly enact bylaws to 
work on parents who infringe on children’s rights 
to education, all efforts to promote and protect 
human rights and dignity will be in vain.  
 

On 4th July 2019 over 30 students from various 
universities including Makerere, Kyambogo,    
Uganda Christian University (UCU), Muteesa 1, 
Nkumba, Kampala International, Metropolitan and 
Ndejje who were hosted by the Foundation for   
Human Rights Initiative (FHRI) under its internship          
programme left for Luuka district in Busoga Region.  
Luuka is among the most impoverished and lagging 
behind districts in terms of education in Uganda. 
FHRI Interns realized that there was a need to   
organize a basic civic and human rights sensitisation 
session with a special focus on the right to education 
for children.  The main objective of the field mission 
was to sensitize the communities of Luuka district 
about the need for education, owing to the fact that 
effective education is one of the basic human rights 
and it is provided for in Article 30 of the 1995   
Constitution of the Republic of Uganda. 

 

In partnership with Affirm Rural Support and Empowerment Centre Ltd. based in Luuka district, a non-government organization, 
FHRI led by Mr. Elly Kasirye, the Project Officer under the Capacity Development Division, Ms. Sandra Nakibuuka and Ms. Alber 
Namugwanya both from the Programmes’ Office, the interns held a two day visit at Kitwe Kyambogo Primary School. With an 
objective of promoting children’s right to education, several activities were used to deliver the message home such as drama, 
inspirational songs, poems, sensitization, counselling and guidance that attracted the attention of the school children and the 
people from the community. While the focus of the event was on the right to education, other categories of vices and human 
rights violations were reported to have been rampant in the region and these include; child labour, domestic violence, adultery 
and negligence which is caused by excessive alcoholism, smoking, gambling in sports betting and card games.  
 

If all civil society organisations could come up with similar strategies of sensitizing the communities which are sustainable this 
would reduce on the crime rate including, torture, murders, theft and robbery. With no doubt, if more of these programmes are 
in place, there would be more opportunities of economic growth, prosperity and transformation.   
 

Support to this campaign was provided by the Rt. Hon. Speaker of the 10th Parliament of Uganda, Defend Defenders, Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred Ssajjabi together with FHRI staff. Majority of the interns considered this initiative as a lifetime learning experience 
worth of their time and effort.  

Registration of community members for the basic human rights sensitization session at Kitwe Kyambogo 
Primary School in Luuka district on 5th July 2019.  

A cross-section of interns at the basic human rights sensitization session at Kitwe Kyambogo Primary 
School in Luuka district on 5th July 2019.  

sessions on the ‘Right to Education’ in different primary schools namely:  Kasanga Primary School, Bbira Primary 
School, Kitwe Kyambogo Primary School and People’s Concern Educational Centre. 

 

 An outreach was carried out on 4th and 5th July 2019 in Luuka District under the theme: “No child Left behind”. 

Continued to page 19 



Training on Safety and Security 
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‘Advancing the right to education’ at Kitwe Kyambogo Primary School in Luuka        
district continued from page 18 

The Foundation for Human Rights Initiative (FHRI) in partnership with Freedom House received a grant from the United States 
Agency for International Development (USAID) to implement a five-year Rights and Rule of Law Program (RRL).  
 

In this programme, FHRI was tasked to provide for institutional strengthening that sets principles, minimum standards, best      
practices and tools for an effective, efficient and a sustainable organization. It is under this function that FHRI organised for capacity 
building of her staff after an assessment that was undertaken in 2015. Among the areas that were identified and adopted by the 
Institutional Strengthening Plan (ISP) that needed capacity building were the safety and security as well as external              
communications among others.  
 

The focus on safety and security was considered based on the nature of work that is handled and the highly credited campaigns that 
FHRI conducts. Given the shrinking civic space, polarized and restrictive environment encompassing new emerging citizen led 
groups, beneficiaries, new ICT tools and a cash struck economy space, FHRI and Freedom House found it relevant to empower and 
refresh her staff with new knowledge on safety and security. Further still, with the ever-growing workforce, it is imperative to adopt 
advanced safety and security measures. In the same vain, FHRI had to increase on its visibility, acceptance of the organisation and 
her works, through awareness raising and promotion of the understanding of her programmes. 
 

It is against this background that the Rights and Rule of Program conducted trainings on safety and security (17th - 18th April 2019) 
and external communications (2nd - 3rd May 2019) for FHRI staff members at the Human Rights House.  

FHRI staff members at the Human Rights House in a practical session during the training on safety and security held on 17th - 18th April 2019.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A drama skit used by the interns to sensitize the  
community on the value and benefits of observing the 
right to education on 5th July 2019 at Kitwe         
Kyambogo Primary School in Luuka district 
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Both Steering Committee meetings held in   
Nairobi, Kenya on 31st July 2019 and Glasgow, 
United Kingdom on 26th October 2019, were 
attended by members of the Interim Steering 
Committee (ISC) including:  Mr. Godefroid   
Manirambona, Observatory of Government 
Action, (Burundi), Mr. Cyrus Nkusi, Governance 
for Africa, (Rwanda), Mr. Uta Lehmann, (Hanns 
Seidel Foundation), Ms. Mira Dutschke, (Hanns 
Seidel Foundation), South Africa, Ms. Sheila 
Muwanga, Foundation for Human Rights      
Initiative (FHRI), Uganda, Ollen Mwalubunju, 
National Initiative for Civic  Education (NICE), 
Malawi, Israel Illunde, Youth Partnership   
Countrywide (YPC), Tanzania, Grace Maingi, 
Uraia Trust, (Kenya) and Dr. Livingstone      
Sewanyana, (FHRI), Uganda.  
 

During the meeting, the ISC received a progress 
report from the host (FHRI) on CENESA since 
its founding in 2017. A number of working  
papers critical to CENESA’s founding were        
discussed and adopted including CENESA’s own 
definition of Civic Education; Mission,  Vision, 
Objectives and Values; Shape and character of CENESA; Role, function and mandate of Steering Committee and Coordinator; 
Membership, Country-specific focal points and Strategies and activities. New members were also admitted to the Network.  
 

In both ISC meetings held in Nairobi and Glasgow, the ISC resolved that CENESA should prioritize information sharing and 
knowledge management, research, lobbying and advocacy, membership recruitment, and network coordination as key   
strategies of the network.  
 

Mr. Israel Illunde, CENESA Interim Steering Committee (ISC) member from Tanzania (red shirt) chats 

with delegates attending the CENESA forum on 1st August 2019 in Nairobi, Kenya 

CENESA Interim Steering Committee holds 12th and 13th planning meetings 

CIVIC EDUCATION NETWORK FOR EAST AND 
SOUTHERN AFRICA (CENESA) 

CENESA holds 2nd Forum on Civic Education in Kenya, August 2019 

On 31st August 2019, the Civic Education    
Network for Eastern and Southern Africa 
(CENESA) in partnership with the Southern 
Africa Civic Education Coalition (SACEC)    
convened the 2nd regional conference on civic 
education at Hilton Garden Inn, Airport Kenya. 
Under the theme ‘What is Civic Education?’ the 
meeting was attended by a total of thirty 
CENESA members from eighteen countries in 
the CENESA region with support from Hanns 
Seidal Foundation (HSF) and GIZ – South    
Africa. The meeting was graced by both       
academia and practitioners who interrogated 
the subject sharing varying views on civic   
education. The event provided members with 
a platform to develop a common understanding 
and working definition of “civic education” 
and to explore the role of national initiatives 
as well as the possibilities for cooperation  
between CENESA and SACEC. The event also 
provided an opportunity for members of the 
CENESA Interim Steering Committee (ISC) and 
the Steering Committee of SACEC to hold face-
to-face planning meetings.  

The CENESA Interim Steering Committee meeting in Nairobi, Kenya at Hilton Garden Inn Airport on 31st July 

2019 

Continued to page 21 



Two years since its establishment in 2017, CENESA has a 
total of sixteen members spread over 18 countries in the 
region including; Uganda, Burundi, Kenya, Lesotho,   
Madagascar, Malawi, Botswana, Mauritius, Mozambique, 
Namibia, Rwanda, South Africa, South Sudan, Swaziland, 
Burundi, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe. CENESA has 
set up a functional website, published two e-newsletters, 
participated in global civic education spaces, hosted a 
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CENESA at NECE 2019, Glasgow, UK 

CENESA Interim Steering Committee holds 12th & 13th planning meetings cont’d  from page  20 

Above: Ms Grace Maingi, CENESA ISC member presenting the 
CENESA regional project at NECE, 2019. 

From left to right: Mr. Israel Illunde and Mr. Ollen Mwalubunju both ISC CENESA members during the 
NECE 2019 Glasgow, UK on 26th October 2019 

regional conference on civic education in Nairobi and has 
nurtured a number of partnerships globally. CENESA has 
adopted a number of working papers, which are being      
compiled into policy guidelines for the network.  

Mission 
CENESA works towards providing a regional civic 
education platform for mutual support, 
knowledge sharing, capacity building, advocacy 
and regional cooperation to individuals, Civil 
Society, private sector, state and other 
stakeholders. 

Vision  

A region with a well-informed, empowered, 

active and responsible citizenry based on 

the principles of democracy, respect for 

human rights and good governance.  

CENESA at Networking European Citizenship 
Education (NECE) 2019 in Glasgow, UK . 

"The effects of human rights education can be dramatic in awakening people to the value and 

power of their own lives […]."  Daisaku Ikeda 



FHRI/CCEDU conducts a community 

baraza in Kapelebyong district ahead of 

elections 

By Charity Kalebbo Ahimbisibwe 
 

The Foundation for Human Rights Initiative (FHRI)/
Citizens Coalition for Electoral Democracy (CCEDU)   
organised a community Baraza in the new district of 
Kapelebyong, on 14th February 2019, to raise citizen  
consciousness on how to elect good district leaders and 
Members of Parliament (MP) The district was carved out 
of Amuria district on 1st July 2018 together with Kikuube, 
Bugweri, Kassanda, Kwania, and Nabilatuk districts  
 

Kapelebyong district is found in Eastern Uganda and has 
5 sub-counties 29 Parishes and 220 villages. Most of her 
people are subsistence farmers who mainly grow sweet 
potatoes, cassava, groundnuts and cotton.  
 

Over 150 people who demanded that the government 
consider conducting elections immediately to resolve the 
district leadership crisis attended the baraza. Three of 
the aspiring Local Council 5 (LC. V) Chairpersons         
attended the baraza. These were Mr. Richard Enyangu, 
Mr. William Alloch and Mr. Francis Akorikin all aspiring 
for the position.  All of them were given a platform to 
address their electorate and shared their manifesto with 
them. Ms. Winifred Adio,  an aspiring woman MP also 
attended the baraza and promised that if elected into 
leadership she would promote the education of the girl-
child. 
 

On 1st July 2019, six new districts namely; Obongi, Kazo, 
Rwampara, Kitagwenda, Madi- Okollo, Karenga and 
Lusot were also created. 

Electoral Commission lifts CCEDU suspension 
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PAS continues to offer legal outreach services  

The Uganda Electoral Commission (EC) lifted the ban it had imposed 
on CCEDU on 4th July 2018.  
 

The lifting of the suspension on 21st February 2019 followed a     
number of meetings between CCEDU and the EC. A joint committee 
was formed to review and harmonize EC/CCEDU working relationship. 
The team came up with mutually binding recommendations which 
both EC and CCEDU committed themselves to observe.  
 

Some of the issues agreed upon between CCEDU and EC include:  
 

 Streamlining communication around the elections that CCEDU 
observes – and the EC has demonstrated commitment to          
developing guidelines on use of new media during election      
processes by election observers.  

 

 The Coalition will have a robust leadership structure for election 
observers that include a Head of Mission, who will communicate 
the observations in a timely manner to the relevant stakeholders.  

 

 CCEDU welcomed the EC’s decision to lift the ban that had been 
imposed on the Coalition and following the launch of the 2021 
roadmap, CCEDU is committed to re-engage and mobilize     
Ugandans to actively and meaningfully participate in the on-going 
and upcoming electoral activities. Some of the engagements    
include the demarcation of electoral areas, by-elections, and the 
citizen registration for national IDs at sub county level–
countrywide.  

 

 CCEDU will also observe the electoral milestones carefully with a 
view of ensuring improvement in the credibility of elections in 
Uganda.  

 

Beyond this, CCEDU’s maintains its pledge to Ugandans to be an    
independent election observation and voter education coalition in 
both form and substance. 

Despite the lack of funding since March 2018, the Paralegal Advisory Services (PAS) through its field teams continued to 
offer legal assistance and empowerment through the paralegal officers in the different locations until end of 2019.  
Using the available limited resources, the PAS teams improved problem solving by identifying persistent challenges   
arising in the Criminal Justice System such as the harsh bail fees, the regular adjournments, and poor attitudes of some 
judicial officers in respect of grant of non-custodial sentences like community service.  
 

During the period, inmates continued to benefit from the plea bargain programme under which more than 500 potential 
beneficiaries were processed for consideration by the judiciary. PAS teams continued to sensitise inmates on the basic 
procedures at police and court and registered more than 400 (less than 100 being female) cases of self-representation 
for police bond and bail awards. 
 

The Community Legal Volunteers (CLV) programme was able to register more than 35 successfully concluded mediation 
cases in the period (23 male: 12 female); 7 cases on legal representation (5 male: 2 female) were concluded. They also 
provided public education through 20 radio talk shows on Joogo F.M, a radio station that provides free air space as its 
contribution to increasing access to justice awareness through PAS.  
 

The PAS programme having been managed by the Foundation for Human Rights Initiative for 13 years, formally came to 

an end in December 2019.  

PARALEGAL ADVISORY SERVICES PROJECT (PAS) 



Obituary  

CCEDU convenes National Consensus 

Metropolitan Yonah Lwanga the head of the Orthodox Church in Uganda and Sheikh    
Mohammed Ali Waiswa from the Uganda Muslim Supreme Council led the prayers at the 
Democracy House before the CCEDU Membership meeting on 19th August 2019. 

Page 23 FHRI e-Newsletter January — December 2019 ;  Volume 16   

Contact :  

Foundation for Human Rights Initiative  (FHRI),  

Human Rights House,  

Block 15, Plot 1853, John Kiyingi Road, Nsambya;  

P.O. Box  11027 Kampala, Uganda.  

 

Office Tel: +256-414-510263/498; 039-3-266025  

Cell: +256-0752-791963  

Email: fhri@dmail.ug; externalservices@fhri.or.ug  

Website: www.fhri.or.ug; Face book FHRI; Skype: fhri123 

Dr. Miria Matembe, takes over Board 
Chairperson of CCEDU as new Board is 
elected on her 10th Anniversary 

The Citizen’s Coalition for Electoral Democracy (CCEDU) 
held a national stakeholder’s meeting to build national   
consensus on the need to conduct elections in the newly 
created districts of Kapelebyong, Nabilatuk and Kikuube on  
30th April 2019 at Hotel Africana.  
 

The meeting attracted senior policy makers and implementers from 
the local and central governments, representatives from the 
Electoral Commission and political parties, aspiring         
candidates for the parliamentary and local council positions, 
police officers, youth, women, media as well as cultural and 
religious institutions in the newly created districts. 
 

In his keynote address, Dr. Livingstone Sewanyana, 
CCEDU’s Chairperson said the governance question in the 
newly created districts and Uganda should not be             
addressed in a narrow perspective, but rather on broader 
perspective such as transition dynamics in the region. He 
noted that Uganda lacks three key things; (i) ideological 
orientation; (ii) consensus to agree on the way forward and 
(iii) critical mass to continuously think about the governance 
problems and electoral issues more innovatively. He       
advised aspiring candidates to desist from making empty 
campaign promises, voter bribery and tokenism to citizens 
in search for votes.  “Campaigns should be about selling 
your ideology and manifesto on how to improve service 
delivery and competence as a candidate ”, he said. 
Participants agreed to draft a petition to the President to 
pressure him to release funds for the elections in the newly 
created districts.  They called upon government to: 
 

 pass the Elections and Campaign Financing Bill as one 
of the measures to deter the commercialisation and 
monetisation of elections in Uganda. 

 

 stop creating new districts until the issue of district 
financing and financial sustainability of the existing 
districts is reviewed to the required and acceptable 
standards. 

With profound shock, FHRI 
learnt of the untimely death of 
Hajj Med Kaggwa on 29th 
November 2019. Until his 
death, he was the Chairperson 
of Uganda Human Rights 
Commission.  We offer our 
deepest sympathy as we 
mourn this great loss.  

Women rights activist, Dr. Miria Matembe was elected the 
new CCEDU Chairperson replacing Dr. Livingstone               
Sewanyana, who has held the position since CCEDU”s          
inception in August 2009. 
 

CCEDU is a broad citizen’s coalition that brings together over 
973 like-minded civil society organizations and over 25,000 
individuals to champion integrity, accountability and active 
citizen participation in electoral processes.  
 

Launched on 19th August 2009, CCEDU has since been a  
leading player in advocacy for credible electoral reforms, 
monitoring of electoral processes and promotion of voter  
mobilization campaigns. With the leadership of Dr. Livingstone 
Sewanyana as Board Chairperson, the coalition became a 
highly respected and well-known actor with strategic        
partnerships among key stakeholders including: government; 
political parties and formations; academia; and the broader 
civil society in Uganda and beyond. 
 

On 19th August 2019, exactly 10 years after its establishment, 
CCEDU held her 10th Annual Membership Platform. During 
this event, CCEDU elected her new Board of Directors for a 
3 year renewable term of office. Other members of the Board 
included:  Mr. Robert Ssempala (Secretary), Ms. Catherine 
Kanabahita (Treasurer), Dr. Sylvia Namukasa (Member), and 
Amb. Philip Idro (Member).  
 

The event attracted CCEDU members, Development partners, 
political leaders, religious leaders and the general public to 
commemorate CCEDU’s 10 years of existence, but also to chat 
a way forward - especially towards the 2021 general election. 
 

Following the election of the new Board of Directors on 19th 
August 2019, FHRI handed over leadership of CCEDU to the 
new Board of Directors as an independent organization duly 
registered and incorporated under the laws of Uganda.  

The Late Haji Medi Kaggwa 


